


WHY? 

P I E R S  S I M O N

Piers died in the Indian Ocean Tsunami on Boxing Day in 2004

A Donation Appeal launched at Piers’s Memorial Service which 700 
people attended raised £10,000

The Piers Simon Appeal (PSA) received charity status on May 17th 
2005

From 2005 - 2009 the PSA supported disaster victims in 13 
countries.  During this time we funded 131 ShelterBoxes.

School in a Bag was created in 2009 
and rebranded in 2012
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SCHOOL IN A BAG - STAND ALONE CHARITY 2019





SchoolBags funded, packed and distributed from the UK 

SchoolBags sourced, packed and distributed ‘In Country’ 
4 7 7 8 71

56 Countries

World Presence Map

WHERE?



PROJECT:                       School in a Bag
LOCATION:                  Swaziland, Africa
BRIEF:                          32,000 SchoolBags
TIMESCALE:                March 09 - Dec 09

PSA CONTRIBUTION:           £50,000

THE BIRTH
Swaziland 2009 - (now Kingdom of eSwatini)

Swazi children were entitled to ONE pencil 
a year from the Swaziland Government.

CONTENT IMPORTANCE:



12 Pencils = 42p / 1 Pencil < 4p



Contents enable a child to write, draw, colour, calculate, express 
themselves, eat, drink, wash, clean themselves and above all learn.SOLUTION:

Plain/Lined/Square Exercise Books

Pencil case with Biros

12 Colouring Pencils

12 Pencils

Math Set with a Sharpener

Water Bottle

LunchBox with Spork

30cm Ruler

A rucksack with a front pocket, 
two bottle pockets, a reflective strip 
and an internal sleeve

* Contents are always brand new
* Every SchoolBag is the same

EQUALITY:

Water Filter

Flannel + Face Mask

Toothbrush + Toothpaste

Wash Bag and Soap



THE SCHOOLBAG
RUCKSACK: 
Mark VII



TRASHY BAG 
SCHOOLBAG



SCENARIO:

Water sachets are discarded as rubbish!

* Approx 48,000,000 consumed every day
* Sachets block the drains causing widespread flooding



SOLUTION:
Social Enterprise in Ghana

* Trashy Bags pay Ghanaians to collect the sachets



* Washing and sorting sachets

PROCESS:



* Making sachets sheets

PROCESS:



THE TRASHYBAG
SCHOOLBAG

Approx: 87 Sachets per rucksack!

Backs now made from material to 
prevent sweatiness against the 
children’s backs.



WIN, WIN, WIN!



HELP SIAB TACKLE  GLOBAL GOALS!
The next 10 years



4. QUALITY 
EDUCATION



4. QUALITY 
EDUCATION

Msambweni Primary School, KENYA



4. QUALITY 
EDUCATION

INDIAN PRIMARY + SECONDARY SCHOOLS SINCE 2016

Partners:

BEFORE SCHOOLBAGS - IN % AFTER SCHOOLBAGS - IN %

Attendance in Girls 19% Increased Attendance in Girls 41%

Attendance in Boys 32% Increased Attendance in boys 56%

Total attendance in Boys & Girls 51% Total attendance in Boys & Girls 97%

Students passed with grade 1 12% Students passed with grade 1 57%

Students passed with grade 2 17% Students passed with grade 2 32%

Total pass percentage 29% Total Pass percentage 89%

ATTENDANCE:

GRADES:





7 8 43

TOTAL:

349

447 (200 En-route

3,018



2,700+ SCHOOLBAGS: 
NORTHERN UKRAINE

900 SCHOOLBAGS: 
POLAND

1,250 SCHOOLBAGS: 
NORTHERN ROMANIA



THE BENEFIT TO YOUR SCHOOL STUDENTS 

School in a Bag aims to educate and empower future citizens of the world, and does 
so in two ways.

Children and young people have the right to both primary and secondary education
UN Convention on the Rights of a Child: Article 28:



Now, more than ever, the world needs Active Global Citizens to support the needs of others. 



WORKING WITH 
SCHOOLS 

An assembly - (digital or 
in-person)

Fundraising ideas and 
resources

A demo-SchoolBag from 
promotion

Curriculum lesson plans 
(from September 2024)

Transparency and 
traceability



TRANSFORMING  LIVES THROUGH  EDUCATION

THANK YOU!

www.schoolinabag.org
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