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Make a mini water butt
Transporting and treating the water you use from your taps uses a lot of resources. You can collect rain water in your own mini water butt and use it 

to water plants on sunny days, helping to reduce water resources being taken out of rivers and reservoirs and protecting the wildlife living in it. This is 

another activity that supports 30 days wild in June*. 

You will need: A clean 4-litre or 6-litre empty plastic milk bottle with lid; scissors; string; PVA glue (optional)

Step 1 Ask an adult to cut off the bottom of your plastic bottle.

Step 2 You could decorate your bottle by cutting motifs from this sheet and sticking on to your bottle 

 with PVA glue (glueing over the top of them too will help to protect them from washing off in the 

 rain), or clear sticky tape. Or you could paint or draw pictures. 

Step 3 Turn your milk bottle upside down (so the lid is at the bottom) and attach it to your chosen 

 location outside with string. Make sure the lid is screwed on tight and then it is ready to collect 

 rainwater.

Step 4 When you have a sufficient level of water in your water butt, unscrew the lid so the water flows 

 out into a jug or watering can to water the garden or your indoor plants. 

*www.wildlifetrusts.org 

Remember to share your creations with us!
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Five cool water facts from National Geographic Kids

S Freshwater makes up less than 3% of the earth’s water 

S Every person in the British Isles uses 150 litres of water a day 

S A bath uses up to 75% more water than a 5-minute shower 

S Up to 60% of the human body is water 

S The rain that falls today is the same fresh water that dinosaurs drank!

Five simple water saving tips

S Turn off the tap when brushing your teeth 

S Wash up in the bowl instead of under a running tap. If the water is   

 not too soapy or greasy you can then use it to water your garden 

S Use the water collected in the condenser unit of your tumble dryer   

 to water your plants 

S Avoid using a hose in your garden and use a watering can instead 

S Take showers instead of baths


